Music Performing
Combine your passion for music with studying
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University College Roosevelt

University College Roosevelt (UCR) is the international honors university college
of Utrecht University in Middelburg, the Netherlands. UCR offers a Liberal Arts
and Sciences bachelor’s program that is completely English-taught. Students design
their own program by choosing from more than 200 courses in four departments:
Academic Core,Arts & Humanities, Social Sciences and Science. With small classes
and intensive tutoring, UCR’s program is amongst the ﬁnest in Europe, as attested
by the ‘label of excellence’ awarded by the NVAO. UCR boasts a unique inner-city
campus with the majestic former town hall as its main building. Upon ﬁnishing
UCR’s three-year program students receive a B.A. or B.Sc. degree from Utrecht
University, with which they can go on to the best master’s or Ph.D. programs in
the world.

Music Performing

Is music your passion, and would you like to combine it with your other academic
interests? If so, University College Roosevelt is the place to be!
UCR is the only institution in continental Europe where you can combine a
professional education in applied music (musical training) with other academic
disciplines. After three years, you will receive a bachelor’s degree from UCR and
Utrecht University. This allows you to either pursue your academic career, or to
complete one additional year at a conservatory, leading to a second bachelor’s
degree in music performing.
Our philosophy concerning music coincides with the general view at British and
American universities and colleges. UCR believes that the study of music requires an
integrated approach to history, theory, and performance. Experience in all three ﬁelds
is essential to the understanding of music as an artistic and intellectual achievement.
The Music Performing Program offers courses in both Musicology and Applied
Music. It includes teaching in the wide range of instruments and vocal techniques
taught at regular conservatories, as well as composition. You will have classes with
UCR instructors, but it is also possible to be taught by conservatory instructors.

University College Roosevelt

All keyboard instruments are taught in Middelburg, with the opportunity for
instruction on the famous main organ of the Nieuwe Kerk (New Church). Instruments
at the Zeeuwse Muziekschool (Music School) and in the Zeeland library are available
for studying purposes. Furthermore, you may join the Roosevelt College Choir and
perform in inspiring concerts.
In order to be admitted to this special program, an audition needs to be arranged.
Having reached either grade 8 of the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music
or a similar level level of another institution will provide good opportunities for
admission to UCR’s Music Performing Program. If you have shown sufﬁcient talent
but have not yet mastered the entry standard, you may be admitted to a preparatory
route (one semester, 7.5 ECTS).
Interested? Please contact the coordinator of this program,
prof. dr. Albert Clement (a.clement@ucr.nl), or call + 31 (0) 118 655 500.

The Roosevelt College Choir

Have you always wanted to become part of a community that is not only greatly
involved in academics, but also expresses itself through music? Then join the Roosevelt
College Choir!
All students in the Music Performing program are required to join the choir for at least
two semesters (7.5 ECTS). Making music is not solely an individual experience, but
has the great quality that it can be shared and enjoyed by and with others. In the
Roosevelt College Choir, students from different academic interests form a group
that truly enjoys making music together.
The Choir Course includes both weekly choir rehearsals and weekly solfège tuition.
You can join the choir after having passed an audition.

Student and Alumni Profiles

Hester van der Male

At University College Roosevelt I discovered that music theory and practice cannot be
seen apart from each other as is the case in regular higher education. I took courses in
Musicology, studied the organ and sang in the Roosevelt College Choir. The impact of
music on the brain has my special interest.Therefore, I did a minor in Cognitive Psychology.
In between, I found a new passion: writing about this!
After ﬁnishing my bachelor program I did a master program in Musicology and continued
my organ studies at the conservatory. Now I enjoy my passion by giving organ lessons,
teaching music in secondary school, playing the organ in church, giving concerts and
publishing about music. In the future I am planning to further combine my interests and
also conduct academic research.

Marten Noorduin

During my time at UCR, I followed tracks in Music and Art History, and took courses in
Mathematics and Statistics, while at the same time studying piano at the conservatory
in Tilburg. Two years after graduating from UCR, I graduated from the conservatory,
after which I moved to the UK to pursue a master degree in Music at the University
of Manchester. I completed my PhD on Beethoven’s Tempo Indications at Manchester
University in 2016, and joined the music faculty at Oxford in 2017 as postdoctoral
research assistant.
Looking back on my time in Middelburg, I realize how important having an interdisciplinary
background is to successful original research. For musicologists who have only ever
studied music, coming up with original approaches can be rather daunting. Even though
I might not have fully realized it at the time, the methods that I learned in Art History,
languages, and even Computer Science and Statistics have become vital to my research.

Sabine Pendry

During my time at UCR, I followed tracks in Music Performing, Musicology and
Anthropology. This gave me the opportunity to get individual Voice Performance lessons
with a conservatory instructor, while also pursuing academic studies in a classroom
environment. Furthermore, the interdisciplinary nature of UCR has allowed me to ﬁnd
my own original paper topics, combining anthropological and musicological perspectives
to do ethnomusicological research.
In addition to allowing students to combine various studies with their Performance training,
UCR also provides a good basis for music students planning to attend conservatory
afterward. The high level of music theory and history courses at UCR can often be
substituted for conservatory credit. As I plan to focus on Performance more intensively
after graduating, UCR has made the possibility of a conservatory education more viable
for me.

Music Performing

Sivan Traub

I grew up in a musical family with two musician parents. As a result, I started playing the
violin at a very young age. Throughout my adolescence however, besides being very
engaged in my music studies, I developed a strong interest in various scientiﬁc subjects.
Already at ﬁrst glance UCR seemed to be the ideal place for me; It enabled me to
continue my musical education, as well as explore new subjects, totally unrelated to
music. Throughout my three years at UCR, I followed and completed the Musicology
track, combined with the Music Performing program, in which I received regular private
lessons from an experienced professional.Through UCR’s connections to conservatories,
its Liberal Arts program attracts advanced musicians, interested in pursuing an
interdisciplinary undergraduate degree. Looking back, I am grateful for the opportunity
that UCR gave me by supporting my further development as a violinist, as well as enabling
me to follow courses such as Cognitive Science, Educational Psychology, and Rhetoric.

Jeroen van Meyel

During my time at UCR I enjoyed exceptional freedom and space to pursue my
ambitions and interests. It gave me the possibility to delve deeper into academics whilst
pursuing a musical career. This unique opportunity was the reason I eventually chose to
study at UCR. Now, in my last semester I can reﬂect on a fruitful and enjoyable period
where I combined my Conservatory master with other courses of the UCR bachelor.
Teachers were supportive and my music professor offered me opportunities to perform
at local venues. UCR was highly considerate in looking at possibilities of working with
double schedules and the good connection between Rotterdam Conservatory and UCR
contributed greatly to a most enjoyable chapter of my study.
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